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Visit any court, and the judge you’ll 
see undoubtedly gained experience 
and skill as an attorney before he or 
she became a judge. But Cheyenne 
attorney and Casper College alumna 
Harriet M. Hageman (’83) reversed the 
process…sort of.

Her first judgments involved more 
swine than subpoenas, more manure 
than misdemeanors, and more heifers 
than habeas corpus. Harriet was a 
member of the livestock judging team 
at Casper College from 1981 to 1983.

“Judging livestock for Casper 
College provided a great foundation 
for what I’ve become,” Harriet says. 
“People ask me where I gained my 
public speaking skills. ‘What did 

you do to train?’ they ask. People are 
always surprised when I credit livestock 
judging.” Harriet says there are 
similarities between judging livestock 
and arguing cases in court. “You have 
to give reasons, and you only have 
a limited time to describe miniscule 
differences.”

Since graduating from Casper 
College and subsequently the 
University of Wyoming, Harriet has 
built a reputation as a fierce advocate 
for agriculture in the region. While 
many know her for her work on 
such prominent cases as Nebraska v. 
Wyoming, the “roadless litigation,” and 
water rights disputes, she has been in 
the spotlight most frequently for her 
positions on Gray Wolf management.

No matter where on the political 
spectrum a person falls, there’s no 
contesting the sincerity of Harriet’s 
feelings on any of these issues. As 
she describes the suffering endured 
by livestock that are torn apart by 
gray wolves hunting for sport, her 
speech becomes even more rapid and 
passionate. She clearly feels the pain 
of ranchers who have little success in 
getting reimbursed for stock killed by 
wolves.

The pace of her speech is more 
similar to a New Yorker than someone 
who grew up on a ranch near Fort 
Laramie, Wyoming. However, she 
grew up as the fifth child of seven, and 
had more than 40 foster siblings over 
the years, so it seems reasonable that 
someone in that home might have to 
be an efficient orator to be heard at the 
dinner table.

Usually sitting at the head of that 
table was her father, Jim Hageman. Jim 
was a Republican state legislator for 
24 years, and was chair of the house 
education committee for half of those 
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years. He was also an influential 
member of the house 
agriculture committee. Shortly 
before his death last year at the 
age of 76, Jim cemented his 
legacy as a friend of education 
by championing the Hathaway 
Scholarship Program and the 
state endowment for faculty 
positions at the University 
of Wyoming and the state’s 
community colleges.

Harriet says her childhood 
conversations with her dad led 
her down the path to becoming 
an attorney. “I knew from the 
time I was nine years old I 
would be an attorney. My dad and I 
solved all the problems of the world 
while we were fixing fences. When we 
were out there we didn’t talk about 
nonsense.”

But Harriet also recognizes that her 
mom had a lot to do with her decision. 
“My mother was very compassionate 
and had a lot of strength, and they 
both instilled in all of us a sense of 
community service.” Her mom still 
lives on the ranch, with Harriet’s 
brother Hugh and his family.

As a child Harriet became active in 
FFA. “I was always aware of Casper 
College, because they were always at 
the livestock judging competitions,” 
she says. When it came time for Harriet 
to go to college, she received a livestock 
judging scholarship to Casper College, 
which was welcome in a household 
more heavily populated than some 
towns in Wyoming.

The judging coach at that time was 
Kelly Burch (’71), who just retired 
from Casper College last year. “The 
year I judged we placed third in the 
Denver Stock Show. Since then the 
team has really done well, but we were 
so thrilled.”

She still runs across some of her old 
teammates. She saw Sandy Cranfield 

giving testimony on wolves. She 
recently saw Dwayne Oldham (’82), 
former state veterinarian. She has seen 
Wayne Wilson (’76), 
an attorney in Hullett. 
Memories are just 
slightly faded on two 
other former teammates, 
Todd and Scott, whose 
last names don’t immediately spring to 
mind.

Her recollections of days in class 
are equally fond. Like many alumni, 
she remembers her biology classes 

taught by Tom Clifford, who 
will be beginning his 35th 
year at Casper College in the 
fall. Business instructor Russ 
Rauchfuss, who is beginning 
his 32nd year, was also one of 
her favorites.

Since then, Harriet has 
followed the success of the 
judging team. “I read about the 
judging team in the Wyoming 
Livestock Roundup.” She feels a 
special connection to the team, 
via their current coach, Heath 
Hornecker (’97). “I remember 
Heath since he was a baby!”

After her second year of 
study (Harriet didn’t graduate from 
CC), she moved on to the University 

of Wyoming, where she 
received her law degree 
in 1990.

With a famous father 
and connections in 

all corners of the state, Harriet then 
decided she “wanted to go somewhere 
and be completely on my own.” Her 
roommate at UW was from Grand 
Rapids, Mich., so she decided that was 

I knew from the time 
I was nine years old I 
would be an attorney. 

“
”

Harriet in the arms of her mother Marion with siblings (from left) Jim, Hugh, 
Rachel and Julia.

Harriet (third from left) with University of Wyoming friends Marcie Habbe, Leslie Hooker and Mary Fichtner

– continued on next page –
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as good of a place as any. She applied 
at several law firms there, but received 
rejection letters from all of them. “So 
I wrote them letters and told them I 
would be coming to see them anyway,” 
she recalls. Those that knew her weren’t 
surprised when Harriet ended up with 
a job.

She practiced law in Michigan with 
the firm of Smith, Haughey, Rice and 
Roegge until 1994, but the West was 
calling her back. “I always knew I’d be 
coming back, but I still wasn’t ready to 
come back to Wyoming.” She practiced 
in Denver with three separate firms. 
One of her cases involved defending 
a client in a wrongful death case. 
During the six months she spent on 
that case she worked with attorney 
John Sundahl, who was representing a 
different defendant in the same case. 
“About a year and a half later, out of 
the blue, and while I was still living 
in Denver, John called and asked me 
out for dinner. Our first date was on 
January 12, 1997.”

Later that year, a major new 
opportunity arose. Harriet took a job 
as a senior assistant attorney general 
for the state of Wyoming to work 
exclusively on Nebraska v. Wyoming, 
which focused on North Platte River 
water rights. The move to Cheyenne 

also brought her closer to John, 
who was, and still is, a partner 
in the Cheyenne-based law firm 
of Sundahl, Powers, Kapp & 
Martin.

Three years later, on the eve 
of deliberations, the two states 
settled their flap, and Harriet 
knew she’d soon need a new 
job. And so would her colleague 
on Nebraska v. Wyoming, 
Wheatland native Kara 
Brighton. Each knew the time 
was right for them to begin their 
own law firm.

It was 2001, and as they were 
considering a location for the 
new Hageman and Brighton 
Law Office, they drove by a 
historic building in the shadow 
of the Historic Governor’s 
Mansion and just a few blocks 
from the state capitol. The 
location was perfect, and not 
just for business reasons. The 
building, built in 1921, already 
had ties to strong women. 
In fact, the building’s first resident 
was Harriet (Yes, Harriet) Bond, 
granddaughter of Ester Hobart Morris, 
the mother of women’s suffrage in 
Wyoming and the first female judge 
in the modern world. Harriet Bond 

achieved her own success as a 
writer and poet, and was the 
recipient of the Wyoming poetry 
award.

From this building Harriet 
and Kara have continued to 
work on numerous issues 
related to water and other 
natural resources. Their clients 
include the State of Wyoming, 
the Wyoming Stock Growers 
Association, the Wyoming Wool 
Growers Association, numerous 
irrigation districts, and a 
coalition of 27 organizations 
focused on challenging the Fish 

and Wildlife Service’s management of 
the gray wolf population.

Along the way, Harriet also found 
time to work on another project, 
namely her and John’s Sept. 14, 2002 
wedding.

Although Harriet relishes her 
current opportunities to have an 
impact on Wyoming’s future, she has 
a plan to expand her influence much 
farther. During the interview for this 
article, Harriet gave detailed and 
sometimes necessarily complex answers 
to the questions posed. However, 
one of the final questions yielded the 
shortest answer. “Do you want to be 
governor someday?”

The answer, delivered nearly before 
the question ended, was a definitive 
and unexpectedly candid, “YES.”

Stay tuned. This may not be the 
only time you’ll see Harriet on the 
cover of “Footprints.”

Harriet with her husband John Sundahl
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