
Roundup
Wyoming Livestock

The Weekly News Source for Wyoming’s Ranchers, Farmers and AgriBusiness Community • www.wylr.net

Inside
this week

pe
rio

di
ca

l periodical

$
1
.5

0

Volume 23 Number 13 • August 6, 2011

®

Quick Bits

Please see FAME on page 5 

Please see KIDS on page 6

Please see HALL on page 4

Big Piney – Now in their second year, Kari Bousman, Sno Ann 
Engler, Sandy Wright and the Sublette County Conservation Dis-
trict (SCCD) are reaching out to youth at the Sublette County Fair 
to increase their knowledge about agriculture with the Kids Ag Con-
nection.
 “Our main goal is to just expose people to different things in 
agriculture,” says Bousman, who founded the program last year. 
“We hope it interests the kids enough to do some research later on.”
 In the first year of the program, Bousman, Engler and Wright 
set up four different animal sessions where kids, largely from three 
years old up to second grade, could learn about different animal spe-
cies in fun and hands-on presentations.
 “Last year we had a milk cow, goats, sheep and chickens,” says 
Bousman. “The kids got to see a goat get milked and made butter by 
shaking cream in a jar.”
 “It’s labor intensive at first,” says Bousman. “It all works out in 
the end, though.”
 Community members teach each animal session, including 4-H 
members who presented their rabbits and chickens and adults who 
spoke about horses and calves.
 “This year we decided to do a booth and animal sessions on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday,” explains Bousman. “The main idea 
of the booth is to educate about all the different animals, and we 
wanted to add in brands. We are painting brands on kids while tell-
ing them what a brand is.”
 As part of the booth, various posters about the individual species 
educate youth unable to make the animal sessions. The booth also 
features a display of different grains for feed, the chick lifecycle, a 
horse hoof and a contest to guess the number of rabbit pellets in a jar.
 This year, Pinedale FFA members Ryan Wright and Heather 
Owens have taken an active role in the booth by educating the young 
people who stop by, and youth attending the animal session come 
away with much more than just agricultural knowledge.
 “Whoever comes to the session gets a free goodie bag with 
information and a t-shirt,” says Bousman. “They are really getting a 
lot when they come to the animal sessions.”
 The bag also includes a popsicle, 4-H and beef temporary tat-
toos and stickers and an activity book put together by members of 

Max McGinnis was a volunteer presenter at the Sublette 

County Fairs Kids Ag Connection, telling attendees about 

his bum calf Jake, who was abandoned by his mother at 

birth. Saige Albert photo

Kids connect to ag
Sublette County features ag ed
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 Credited with continu-
ously challenging govern-
ment agencies’ policies and 
collaborating to find practi-
cal solutions, this summer 
Rawlins-area rancher Niels 
Hansen joins the Wyoming 
Agriculture Hall of Fame as 
a 2011 inductee. 
 Hansen is also known 
for working with the energy 
industry on issues including 
reclamation, noxious weed 
control, dust control and 
roads. 
 Hansen’s sister and 

ranch partner Anna Helms 
says Hansen is, indeed, the 
leader of the operation and 
the mainstay of the family’s 
agricultural family history. 
 “We are the third gen-
eration on the land, but the 
first generation American-
born,” says Helms. “Our 
great uncle started the ranch 
in the 1890s, and our father 
joined him in 1927. Niels 
took over in 1974, and we 
were pleased to be joined by 
the fourth generation on the 
ranch in 2007.”
 “As our ranch manager, 
Niels has instilled a dedica-
tion and respect of the land 
he loves in the entire family,” 
continues Helms. “As my 
children lost their father at 
the ages of seven and three, 
he has guided his and my 
children through many years 
of protecting the land and 
livestock under our care. My 
daughter calls him ‘The Cap-

tain.’”
 Hansen says his involve-
ment in both private and fed-
eral lands issues began when 
an Oklahoma Congressman 
became determined to raise 
federal grazing fees a num-
ber of years ago. 
 “I hadn’t been active 
in agricultural issues prior 
to that, but my wife and I 
went down to the first joint 
Wyoming Stock Growers 
and Wyoming Wool Grow-
ers meeting in Cheyenne 
and went through those ses-
sions,” says Hansen. “After-
ward I visited with Bob Budd 
and told him I wanted to 
become more involved and 
learn more about the issues – 
the next year I was chair of 
the Federal Lands Commit-
tee for Stock Growers.”
 According to Wyoming 
Stock Growers Association 
Executive Vice President Jim 

Niels Hansen joins Wyo Ag Hall of Fame
 In her nomination for the 
2011 Wyoming Agriculture 
Hall of Fame, Harriet Hage-
man’s list of accomplishments 
on behalf of agriculture include 
such notable court cases as 
Nebraska v. Wyoming, State of 
Wyoming v. USDA and USES 
and Anderson v. Two Dot 
Ranch.  
 Hageman was born the 
fifth of six biological children 
to Jim and Marion Hageman of Fort Laramie, where she 
spent her childhood and adolescence working with her fam-
ily on their ranch. During high school she was active in FFA, 
and following graduation she attended Casper College on a 
livestock judging scholarship. Following her time there, she 
attended UW, receiving a bachelor’s degree in 1986 and a 
law degree in 1989. 
 Despite her extensive ag background growing up, Hage-
man didn’t start out her career as an ag attorney working on 
ag issues. 
 “I started out working in litigation only for a firm in 
Michigan, and then in Denver, Colo.,” says Hagemn. “My 
first opportunity to work for the ag industry came in 1997 
when I was hired to work on Nebraska v. Wyoming.”

Hageman honored with Hall of Fame

 According to CattleFax, 
reduced cull cow slaughter 
rates and increased heifer 
retention rates provide ini-
tial indications that the size 
of the beef cow herd has 
stabilized and/or started to 
expand. The U.S. beef cow 
inventory totaled 30.9 mil-
lion head as of Jan. 1, 2011.

Cheyenne – On Aug. 3 Gov. 
Matt Mead and represen-
tatives from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
finalized the elements of a 
proposed plan for manage-
ment of wolves by the state 

of Wyoming. 
 Although it’s the culmi-
nation of many years of work 
between Wyoming and fed-
eral officials, Mead says it’s 
far from the end of the pro-
cess.

 “I think we have come 
up with something that fits 
with Wyoming’s values and 
economy,” said Mead after 
the announcement. “For 
years, ranchers and sheep 
producers have been asked 

to sacrifice, and they have. 
We have lost significant 
numbers of elk and moose, 
and we have not had a say in 
the management of an ani-
mal inside Wyoming. It is 

Gov Mead, FWS reach agreement on wolf management

Please see WOLF on page 7

Cheyenne – On Aug. 4 the 
Wyoming Livestock Board 
(WLSB) hosted a conference 
call, during which the board 
members who have overseen 
the selection of a new WLSB 
Director voted to select 
Leanne Stevenson to fill the 
position.
 Stevenson, formerly of 
the Wyoming Department of 
Agriculture’s (WDA) Nat-
ural Resources and Policy 
Division, expects to start 
with the WLSB sometimes 
during the week of Aug. 
8-12, in time to participate 
in the WLSB’s listening ses-
sion in Douglas and board 
meeting in Casper on Aug. 
17 and 18, respectively.
 “I’m honored and very 
pleased in being chosen to 
be the next Livestock Board 
Director, and I am excited 
about serving the livestock 
industry and producers,” 
says Stevenson of the news 
of her appointment. 
 “This process has gone 
on for some time to get to 
where we are today,” said 
WLSB President Eric Bar-
low during the conference 
call. “The process started in 
February with the acceptance 
of the resignation of former 
Director Jim Schwartz, after 
which seven essential duties 
were identified and adopted 
to formulate a vacancy 
announcement.”
 After the position was 
announced, 63 applications 
were received, and Barlow 
said the pool of applicants all 
had desirable personal and 
professional qualities. 

WLSB appoints 
Director

Stevenson to head 
state agency

Please see WLSB on page 9

 The next meeting of the 
Wyoming Horse Council 
will be Aug. 13 at 1 p.m. in 
the Director’s Conference 
Room on the Wyoming State 
Fairgrounds in Douglas.

Horse Meeting

 The BLM has released 
an 1,100-page environmen-
tal impact study of the pro-
posed multibillion-dollar 
1,000-turbine Chokecherry 
and Sierra Madre wind proj-
ect in Wyoming, and will 
hold two public meetings 
on the study, the first Aug. 
22 in Rawlins and the next 
Aug. 23 in Saratoga.

Study Released

 On Aug. 11, the Lara-
mie Research and Extension 
Center will hold tours of its 
projects. Topics include a 
hydroponics tower project, 
high tunnel research and 
production, fescue and fenu-
greek research, forage peas, 
growing algae and weed sci-
ence research. Tours start 
at 5:30 p.m. at the LREC 
Greenhouse Complex.

LREC Tour

Cattle Rebuild
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        Nineteen members rep-
resenting Japan’s Hannan 
Foods Group met in Denver 
with the beef checkoffs for-
eign marketing team to tour 
production facilities and to 
get an update on U.S. red 
meat production. Hannan 
annually purchases about 
681 million pounds of meat.

Buyers visit
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